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this character you see me having reduced my garments to a
single loin-cloth and Maulana Azad Sobhani having reduced him-
self to the minimum of garments required by Islam. Will you tell
me now that you cannot get sufficient khaddar in your district
even to provide yourself with a single loin-cloth ? Yours is one of
the richest cotton-growing districts of India* And for people of this
district to say that they have not enough khaddar cloth to go round
is like people who produce rich and sufficient wheat telling that
they have not sufficient food. Hundred and fifty years ago practi-
cally every woman of India knew how to spin fine yarn and mil-
lions of Indians knew how to weave that beautiful yarn into cloth.
And knowing as I do both cooking and weaving I can say that the
art of weaving is easier than the art of cooking. If you want to
get rid of the grinding slavery of centuries, if you want to help
the Mussulmans to redress the Khilafat wrongs, if the Mussulmans
here feel, as I have no doubt that they do, for the Khilafat, is it
too much to think that you should insist on reducing your wants
to a minimum and wear the simplest cloth. WhaJ we are about
is not a matter of play but a matter of seriousness. The Nagpur
Congress attended by 14,000 delegates from all parts of India was
not joking with the country when it announced its determination
to attain swaraj within this year and when it made a concrete pro-
gramme insisting on swadeshi as an integral part of it. Hakim
Ajmal Khan1, in his old age, Dr. Ansari2, Maulana Abdul Ban3
and many other distinguished Mussulman countrymen of ours and
Pandit Motilal Nehru, in his old age, having been born with a silver
spoon in his mouth, and G. R. Das enjoying a practice that was
second to none in all India, were not joking when they adopted
khaddar. Their wives are not joking when they also have adopted
heavy khaddar just as heavy as you see myself, Maulana Saheb
and Dr. Rajan are wearing and spinning from day to day as a
sacrament. I would like every one present in this audience, men
and women to consider it a point of honour to attain swaraj in this
year and to believe like these distinguished countrymen of ours
that swaraj is to be attained through the spinning-wheel. And if
you mean business you will see to it that all the carpenters of this
district are busy in making spinning-wheels and handlooms; you

11865-1927; eminent Muslim physician and politician who took a leading
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